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OTHER TIMES 
 
We can safely say that changing times have arrived for air shows, which we already noticed in Europe 
but now it certainly goos for the United States and Canada as well. The days when the static was stuffed 
with military planes and endless fast jets displays in the air are over. 
 
 

The weather is absolutely perfect for an airshow this specific weekend, and that's no coincidence. That is 
to say… this particular weekend mostly brings good weather in August in Abbotsford. 

 
‘OUTSIDE FRAME THINKING’ 
 
Cost savings in the United States (resulting in closure of airports, losing units, disposal of certain aircraft 
types and consequently reducing flight hours), caused – next to Canadian budget cuts for defense and 
operational commitments elsewhere - for a substantial decrease in participation of military aircraft at air 
shows in Canada. This necessitates organizers of respectable airshows in Canada such as the 
Abbotsford Airshow (in 2013 named one of the 10 most famous airshows in the world and among the 
others like Reno Air Races and the International Air Tattoo in the UK) to think beyond their frameworks 
to present the visitors of airshows still a memorable experience, this way ensuring that the organization 
of these shows remains viable. The organization of Canada's largest air show this year 2014 again 
succeeded by adding a number of innovations so that for both the public and the photographers it was 
more attractive than previous years ! The most notable change was the introduction of the "Twilight 
Show". Up till now, the same program was presented on all three days. Now, however, the public has 
been given the opportunity to see two separate components and, possibly, to buy a weekend-pass. 

 
TWILIGHT SHOW 
 
In previous years, the air show kicked off on Friday morning and lasted until Sunday, but this year the 
Fridaygshow daysover was removed from the program and replaced by the "Twilight Show". This allows 
the visitor to have the unique opportunity to see various aircraft flying in the soft evening light. For this, 
the gates were opened at 16:30 for the general public, and after flight displays of light aircraft, at 18.00 
the show was officially opened by the Canadian Forces Snowbirds ! The rest of the evening was filled 
with the demonstration-flights of several warbirds and jets, and while the evening shimmered the effects 
of afterburners (like the demo of the CF-18 Hornet and the demo of a converted school bus with an 
engine of a F-4 Phantom in it) or specially prepared fireworks on the wings of planes were a treat for the 
eyes ! The evening ended at 22:00 pm with a spectacular fireworks display. This all was summarized as: 
Magic by Moonlight '. While the static appearance consisted just a little disastrous of mainly light aircraft 
and warbirds, the flight program on Saturday and Sunday ensured that this disappointment was raised 
by a spectacular program ranging from the national military parachute team "The Skyhawks' to the demo 
with the CF-18 Hornet and the real 'Jet-engine Phantom Bus' acting in the twilight! 

 
SNOWBIRDS 
 
Another expected, hoped for- and realized treat for the spectators-eyes was the Canadian national 
demonstration team "Snowbirds" consisting of nine CT-114 Tutor aircraft. The team consists of pilots 
and technicians who normally fly in the 'Canadian Forces, and these people do everything to provide 
dazzling shows for the many spectators, especially in North America. Whole families ‘move out’ to these 
shows with food, drinks and blankets or chairs to sit down and enjoy, for them the Snowbird team 
actually is an absolute must. The team members also act as ambassadors literally and figuratively at 
high level and show teamwork, professionalism, excellence, discipline and dedication inherent to all 



those men and women serving in the Royal Canedian Airforce (RCAF). The RCAF developed itself over 
the years and shows itself today as a born leader in aviation and as a member of NATO as well. Also as 
an active partner of the "North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). The Snowbird demo 
team was founded in 1971 and received the status of "431 Air Demonstration Squadron in 1978. The 
team will fly approximately 50 shows a year at about 70 different locations. 

 
WARBIRDS 
 
The program offered also plenty of room for several warbirds, mostly from the United States. Various 
organizations and foundations make and keep these planes fly again with dignity and demonstrate the 
clean lines and brilliant engine sound of these unique planes. Some examples were "The Bremont 
Horsemen" with three magnificent P-51 Mustangs, a flight of an F8F Bearcat with F7F Tigercat and a P-
51 Mustang, a T-33 called Ace Maker. 

 
MOSQUITO 
 
For most participants the highlight was the presence and flight from one of the two still flying Havilland 
Mosquito (!) in the world. This presence was the first public appearance after the restoration that began 
in 2009. This particular airframe was built just after World War II and was thus no longer actively used. 
The Mosquito was stored to be used again in 1954 for the mapping from out of the air of specific parts of 
Northern Canada. The aircraft was disassembled In 1966 again, and several organizations have tried to 
make it fly-worthy ‘safe and sound’ with the result that the June 16 of this year - after 48 years - was 
again seen in the sky. The Mosquito is largely built of plywood, resulting in the nickname "wooden 
wonder". Then at the end of WW-II when there was a shortage in metal, the choice was made for thos 
kind of wood. This resulted in a very light and well maneuverable aircraft, which was used in WW-II as a 
fighter, bomber and target-finder. The existing Mosquito had taken the colors and markings of a 
legendary operational aircraft with 213 successful operations over Europe on its name during World War 
II, called "F For Freddy". Sour was the crash of the "F For Freddy" two days after the end of World War II 
during the celebration of this in Calgary when it crashed during low flyby’s. During pre-flight  several old 
pilots and navigators of the Mosquito were present, who enjoyed the sound of the two Rolls Royce 
Merlin V-12 engines in the air. 

 
PHOTO PIT 
 
For the first time this year a so called "Photo Pit" package was available for photographers. 
This package provided them a private tour on the flightline, a private chalet with catering and internet 
access as well as two separate places where they (separate from the public) could make their pictures. 
That gives unmatchable impressions from such a position, and therefore a paradise for photographers. 
Those who were present during the "Twilight Show" were granted to make pictures of the closing 
fireworks from the flight line with a number of aircraft in the foreground. 

 
TOP FAMILY DAY ! 

 
With all the obstacles and barriers you meet organizing an airshow, the organization could have chosen 
the easiest path by cancellation of the airshow for this year, but they chose the hard way thinking beyond 
their frames and yet to put down a show their reputation worthy all the way ! There was something for 
everyone such as several play-areas for children, food and beverage outlets, various stalls with 
merchandise and new and old military vehicles. This combined with the sunny weather ensured that 
about 25% (compared to 2013) more visitors came to the 52nd edition of the Abbotsford International 
Airshow once again, so once again ‘on top of the list’ of airshows in Canada. The organizers ensure that 
they will do all within their power what it takes to continue this trend.   
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