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301 SQUADRON, HOME OF THE REDSKINS 
 
 

AIRPOWER 
 

The Royal Netherlands Air Force is proud to present the Apache Solo Display 
Team 2014 of the 301 'Redskins' Apache Squadron. The 301 Squadron of the 
Defence Helicopter Command is stationed at Gilze-Rijen Air Base. The Royal 
Netherlands Air Force is the first Air Force worldwide that performs 
demonstrations with the Apache helicopter. Apache demonstrations are normally 
only performed by the manufacturer of the helicopter (Boeing). 
The Apache Solo Display Team performs its shows this year at national and 
international air displays to demonstrate what the RNLAF stands for : Airpower!  

     

The Apache can be seen in its original camouflage colours, equipped with special 
printing. This printing can be removed quickly, so that the helicopter can be used 
for operational missions when required. The Apache is also equipped with flares, 
which are normally used to detour heat-seeking missiles. At the demonstration 
they are used to highlight certain manoeuvres. The show gives a fair impression 
of what the capabilities of the Apache helicopter and its crew. The team primarily 
functions as a public relations tool for the Royal Netherlands Air Force.  
 
The demo team is part of 301 Squadron, Defence Helicopter Command, based at 
Gilze-Rijen Air Base. 301 Squadron delivers Airpower with the AH-64D Apache. 
The Squadron has the capability for deployment to any conflict, be they small or 
full-scale in size. Delivering Airpower does not necessarily mean deploying its 
weapons. The 301 Squadron can also be deployed as a de-escalating asset to 
peacekeeping and peace enforcement missions. At such missions the presence of 
the Apache helicopter is enough to maintain the peace. "Through wisdom, 
effective and immortal" is the motto of 301 Squadron. This motto is clearly 
displayed in the Squadron's emblem which features a centaur as the central 
figure. This centaur combines the strength of a horse with the upper body of a 
warrior displaying its wisdom and strength. 
 

The Apache Solo Display Team together with the F-16 demo team are the 2 
official demo teams of the Royal Netherlands Air Force. The teams are being used 
to promote the RNLAF on national and international airshows to show the motto of 
the RNLAF: One team one mission and to show its Airpower. Because of 
operational deployments the team did not perform any shows between 2005 - 
2009 and 2012. Following 2010  and 2011 the team will again fly its demos in 
2013. For the 2013 season the team consists out of 2 pilots, 2 coaches and 4 
technicians. For 2013 the team uses the pilots and the coaches from the 301 
Squadron as well as from the 299 squadron. The 299 Squadron being the training 
and expertise squadron of the Defense Helicopter Command. All technicians are 
from the 301 Squadron. The HAWK Q-17 is the team’s dedicated Apache of 2014. 
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The AH-64D Apache combat helicopter 

 

The agile Apache AH-64D combat helicopter can be employed for a large number  

of tasks, both at home and abroad. The Apache is fitted with state-of-the-art  

surveillance and navigation equipment, consisting of an array of sensors and  

advanced cameras, making it excellently suited for detection and reconnaissance  

tasks. Thanks to its wide range of weapons, the Apache can be tasked with the  

protection of troops on the ground and transport helicopters. It can be employed  
in an offensive role, tasked with the elimination of armoured vehicles, tanks  

or targets, such as command posts and radar stations, artillery batteries, and  

surface-to-air missiles. All these tasks, the Apache can execute under most  

weather conditions, by night and by day. Because of these excellent attributes,  

the Apache is very much in demand for employment in missions at home and  

abroad. The Apaches of the Royal Netherlands Air Force are based with 301  

Squadron at Gilze-Rijen Air Base, as part of the Defence Helicopter Command. 

 

Apache Facts: 

Number: 29 helicopters  

Length: 17.70 metres, Height: 5.33 metres  

Rotor diameter: 14.63 m  

Engines: 2 General Electric T700-GE-70IC  

Power: 1940 hp per engine  

Maximum Weight: 10433 kg  

Speed: cruise speed 222 km/hour; maximum: 366 km/hour  

Range: 465-485 km or circa 2.5 hours, depending on the mission.  

The range can be increased by taking auxiliary fuel tanks along.  

Manufacturer: Boeing Defense & Space Group  

Armament: Hellfire anti-tank missiles (maximum of 16),  

2.75 inch missiles (maximum of 76), 30 mm gun (maximum of 1200 rounds)  

The Apache does not carry any weapons during demonstration flights. 
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